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IEPARTMERT OF THE ARMY
HQ, 1st Infantry Brigade, Sth Infantry Division (Mech)

Camp Red Devil
APO San Fransisco 96LTT }
AV3L=~C 18 June 1971 ;
SUBJECT: Recaumendation for the Award of the Presidential Unit Citation é
THRU:
0

1. The lst Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mechamised) disting-

ulshed itself in combat fram 29 Jamary thru 7 April 197) in nortimestern

Quang Tri Province durtng Operation Deway Cemyen IZ/Lam Son T19s

2, The Brigade distinguished itself during tiis period by accomplishing

e of the most successful missions undertaken in the Vietnam War, '

‘ The Brigade mitiated the operation m 29 Jamary 1971 undsr the decep~ ,

tion of a standard recurring artilliery - raid conducted fram FSB Vandargrifi.

Gn 300001 Jamuary 1971 the Brigade attachad on two axis with one Task Force

atmdoagwmmﬁermtommg (hanﬂhnr"aiaa

cavalrytukfom initiated conmmonofmtwu tohelmamaaaed

Devil Road Infantry battsions cambat assaulted S.nto selected areas .

to sieza and secure key terrain alcngMbemcaLn and Khe Sanh, -
ByBlJamu-y@-9wasopmdtoKheSanh. Aca.valrySquadrmtbsn

continued the attack westward to the Laoa-Vietnan border securing crossing sites,

Reirada alomante wana anntirmialler Monacd M rmid and s A T PR S S
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SUBSECT: Recammendation for the Avard ef the Presidentaal Unit Gitetion

area of operation, merabmuvmrmlbagmtoma the border
intoLaoatrauucmatagingaraas. cwalxyolmm:'eintomedbydr :
nﬁhmemmmdwmmnmwthmmdammm&mm :
A% " Infantry demn’es eonducted satumatimn patrol oporaﬁ.cm\ﬂxrcughnt i"

" the Brigade AQ, Air&valryandhangorelmntsccntimdmmﬂlmend

mterdiqticn Sperations m likely avemuss of approesh Beymdtho ponnd,, |

constructed to the Laotian border, Numerous other ,raada and tank traisl
were canstucted in western Quang Tri Provines adding nearly 80 additional
kilaeters of road to an area that previcusly had only enemrland routs,
The Brigade's gbiliw t0 react to any situation enabled the NVA to be routed
each time an attempt was made o dla‘rupt the operatin. On 16 March 1-77
Aramor, who was CPCON to 3rd Brigade, 101st Afirborne Eivisica (Airmcbile),
refiwrned to Brigade contral and atbacked south along QL-9 %o the Laotian
border %o dismp‘!’- an NVA attempt ‘l‘o interdict that vital road, The unit,
after gaining contral of the road, eontimd its mission and assisted RVNAF
and US forces as they redeployed, ’

leave no doubt as to the succesafulness of t«he operation,
nmingtucperaumatotdafBBWAccnﬁmdmlsd. The
supply routes and support installatims were secured, enabling 4 sbaging
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AVBL=C 18 June 1971 i
SUBJECT: Recommndation for the Award of the Presidential Umit Citation 1

area for the RVNAF units engasd in operagticns in the Lactian offensive to

ba sustained,
e A sumary of the recamendation for the award of the Presidential Unit
c:.g.atd.on end supporting dmnta are attached,

ST M U

12 Incl

1. = Swmary of Reccamendation

2+ = Narrative Description

3¢ » Sumary of Strengths and Cuu.alﬁes
L, « Listing of Units

Se = Proposed Citation .
6+ = Task Organization

7+ = Intelligencs

8, = Engineer Activity

Ge = Si@&l
10 = Supply
11, - Brigade Aviation and Artillery
12, = Maps and Overlays
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Inclosure 1 (SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD OF PRESIDENTIAL UNIT czm'mrl(u)

lst Infantey Brigade, Sth Infantey Division (Mechanised) US Army
MISSION:
Opanandumnm,mwtommdummsandostwshmppmm-
lations in preparation for RVHAF operatione Assist Rspublic of Viet Nam _Axiud
Forces in movement to uM positions. Provide support for Republic of Viet
Ram Armed Forces operations into Laos whils continuing sscurity of Q-9 and
support matallaﬁ.ons mﬁsd in the area of operation. .
CONCEPT P OPERATTONS: ' |

Operation Lam Scn 719 was essentdslly a four phased operaticn, Phase It At-
tack west to sscure and cpen Ql-9 and seize and securs the airfield and sure

rounding 'a_.ma at Khe Sanh, Phase II: Conduct a mobile defense of the Ham
Nghl area and assist the pas:age of RVNAF forces to the wests Phase IIL:
Continue Phase II and conduct operations to destroy the enemy in western Quang
Tri Province, Phase IV:  Assist in the m@ﬂoyment of RVHN and US forces %o
the east, and on arder close at Quang Tri Cambat Base.

ExawTIon: -
On the morining of 29 January 1971, the lst Infantry Brigade, Stk Infantry
Division (Mechanized) undertook one of the most sigrificant cambat operations
mrunder‘bakeninﬂxevj.etnmwar. Kmingfnllwellthatﬁwywmﬂ.dbdﬂmﬁm
largs American force to enter the Khe Sanh area in over woyeara, mparat-j.on.
were made in secrecy to prevent any possibility of oanpraniae and to prec]naa
any large scale counterattack by the enemy, Tha operation bega.n under cover
of a standard recurring artillery raid conducted at Ca Lu (PSB Vandergrift)
by the Brigade. Under this deceptimn, the Brigads was sbls to positim a
large forcey (See Incl 6 = Task Organdzation) The first phase of the A

1.8
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Inclosure 1 (SUMMARY OF REGOMMENDATION FOR AWARD OF PRESITENTIAL UNIT CITATION)(U) |
let Infantry Brigade, Sth Infantry Division (Mechanized) US hmy

operation was designed to reopen QL-9 and to provide sa(;u.rity for a series of
installations, Eléments of the Brigade attacked on two acis. One attack was
westward almg A~ Elmntu of TF 1-77 emﬂngota‘lroop, 3rd S3qunade
ron, Sth-Cavalry, and elmnta of A Campany, 7th Engineers moved by foot down
@9 securing bridgs sites and implacing culverts, Oo anothier axls, 17 36

with ite attachad engineer aelaments attached engineer elements from A CO Tth
kginoeremstrucﬁ.enofnad Devil Road which was to run from Nhe Tri westward

AR WA T AR e b

across the mamtalns through the Punch Bowl to Kbe Sanhe. (See Incl 8 - Enginsers)
- Although consldered %o be an impossible feat, the road was campleted in tm days.

Meanwhile TF l-11 led by Charlie Company conducted a cambat a combat assanlt
into the Khe Sanh area and secured the ald airetrip{ 3~187 Infantry and 4-3
Infantry were inserted on the high ground along QL-9 %o secure bridge sites
and kuy terrain featuress The link-up of forces was campleted an 31 Jazmary
1971, oampleting a thrust through an area that had been nnenenysmcmary

The Air<Cavalry Troop was given the mission of conducting serial te?cp-
nalssance throughout the area of operatian. The infarmation and fire power
prOV.tdedbyhmAir-Cavalry!’rmpsprmd %0 be mfst valuable minsurj.ngtho
success of the operation. (See Incl 11 = Brigade Aviation) The speed 1x" Opeﬁng
the road combined with the secrecy in the preparation camght the’ onauw ;
totally by surprise. On 1 Pebrumry, l-l Cav attacked southwest along QL-9
and by 5 February had secured border crossing sites alang the Laos-?iemu
bordor, The enemy attempted to interdict QL~? utiliszing frequent mbushea
and attacks by fire on traffic and positions but were routed from thair
positions each tires . ISt

TF 1=77 received heavy enemy resistance in the ares nortinrest and
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Inclosure 1 (SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATION FPCR AWARD OF PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION) (u)
1st Infantry Brigade, Sth Infantry Division (Mechanized) US Army
On 8 February, cmtact was made with a well squipped and entrenched NVA force
at X1952554, Elements of 161 Infantry sdvanced an the snemy position as the
tanke from 1-77 Armor provided firs support with their main guns and cal »50!s,
As a result of the action, mortar positions were knocked out and the Hum
elininated fram this key area and mmerous supplies captureds Each time the
enenyy attempted 4o gain & foothold an any key terrain, prampt action was taken
to eliminats the threat.

During the I end III Phases of the cparation the Brigade elemeids vere
cantinually repesitioned and successfully condected a mobils defenase
across an area approximately 50 kilameters by 20 xilameters to eooure QL~9

A

and support installations located in the area of opsration. On 8 Pebruary
1971, RVNAF forces began to cross the border into Lace in force. The Brigade
contimed its mission and assisted the movement of RVEAF forces.

Frequent contact was made with the NVA. mring e seriss of comtacta
fram 11 through 16 Fegruary, 4=3 Infantry in the area of XIF1SH, killed tiirtye
thres NVA, As a result of search and clear operaticns in areas such as this,
enemy movement was great.& restricted, Not only were enemy weapons eapturad,
but radios, ¥ oquipnnt, morse code equipmnt, SO items and many othsr doe-
uments, On locating an enemy force, the elemsnt in contact would use alI .
available assets toﬁxthseneuioalocatimandanninatemaaathmatio
the miaaiom 3=187 Infantry discovered a bunker ommplax at XD9135!;5 an 96 Febe
ruarys The unit had been conducting search and clsar operations in the hrca
of the find for several days. Thirteen NVA were lilled as a result a.f-'ﬂu
action. Twenty four bunkers were found containing 7,000 pounds of rieo, 50
pounds of dx'l.d“h'nit @ large quantitdes of muniticns.
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Inclosure 1 (SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD OF PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION)(U)
lst Infantry Brigada, Sth Infantry Division (Mechanised) US Army ‘

Infantry elements proved to be valuabls in restricling ensxy activity in
areas only accessible by faot. Infantry umits were inserted in the area sure
rounding Ham thi.‘ These units provided security and denled the ORORY access
to key terrain and avenues of approach around the Ham Ngid area, 7Ths armored
umits were ussd as mobile reaction forces. 4 narthern oovaring force was es-
tablished witn the canstruction of Red Devil Road, The construction of the
road provided en additionsl eupply route if needed and danied tns emymedas
of movement in an area that had cnce been his senctuary. Units of TF 3«5
positicned alang Red Devil Road had frequent contact with enamy thwoughout
the operation. Acting as the Brigade northarn covering force, the NVi were
prevented from moving a large force through the area, By constant repoaitioning
and aggressive mansmvering, ths snemy was kept on the defensive,

TF 1-77 was OPCON to the 3rd Brigade, 10lst Abn Div (AMBL) 3 March thru
ﬂHarehl??l._u.Phue IV of the Opera.ﬁ.pn-‘got}mderm, the enemy had
increased pressure alang QL-9 in an attempt to interdict the road near the Laotian
borders IF 177 after returning to brigade centrol attack scuth almng Gied
to eliminste the NVA fram the avea and to link up with 111 Inf along the
Vistnan-Leotlan barders During this period the Brigade assisted in the reentry
of RVNAF forces from Laos into Vietnam, The Brigads also provided the covering
force as RVNAP and US forces redeployed trmmmauang Tri Provinee by 7'
April 1971 By successfully securing Ham Mghi and keeping Qle9 opén to trafrio,
the 1st Infantry Brigade, 5itt Infantry Division (Mechanized) enshled the
Republie of Vietnam Armed Forces to ccnduct sustained cperations in Laos,

During the operation, Ham Nghl was the most active support base in the
Republic of Vietnam, Each day C~130's and canvays brought in tous of supplies,
These supplies were airlifted to the ARVN forces operating in Lao;. By s\ipporting
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Inclosure 1 (SUMMARY GF RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD OF PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION)(U) -
1st Infaniry Brigade, Sth Infantry Divisian .(Hechani;'ed) US Army

the South Vistnamess a vital supply routs was denisd the North Vistnamese and

the Southeast uian Conflict brought closer to an end., The operation was not
only a loglstical success for MWMAF but a tactical defeét for the enery, AEach
time the enemy attémpted to disrupt the operation, the lst Infantry Brigade,

5% Infantry Mivision (Mechanized) inflicted heavy casuslties on him, The i,
Brigade consucted a mobile dafense, providing area security to QL-9 and support
installations, Ths ability of the Brigade to detect and disrupt hia aotiviﬁaa
alminated a threat to the puccessful campletin of the operation, .

i SOOI s 2t o Ao BN 'y,

FOPIRBANY . bipn
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Inclosure 2 (Narrative discription: Operation Deway CanyonIl/Lam San 719 24
Jan thru 7 April 1971)(c)

In the initdal phase of Operation Lam Son 719 the Brigade sttack
west to open and secure GL-9 fram Ca Lu to Ta Bat and provided security for QLe9
end critical installations preventing the ensay fram successfully mounting an
offensive, The main attack was expediated by alrmobile infantry assaults to
secure Ham Nghi airfield and key terrain along QL-9,

Ontbo 29%h of Jamary under thapmhnseofastandardmcurringartﬂlaxw
raid condncted by the 1st Infantry Brigade, Sth Infantry Divieion (Mechard zaq)
fram Fire Support Base Ca Lu (YDOOLB) the operation wag initiated, The raid
was conducted by an armored task force 1sd by 1«77 Armor with elements of Sth
Battaliom, Lth Artillery, the Brigade's orgamic srillery unit, and elements of
108th artillery Group, The artillery Raid enabled the Brigade to deploy
combat forces that ware t0 make the inttlal attack into their forward areas
without alerting the enemy. Ranger Teams had been inserted in the area viecinity
of the Khe Sanh airstrip to provide advmcad‘;ta.rning of my effort an behalf
of the enemy to mass forcess At m hours on the 30th of Jemary the Brigade’s

mobile CP departed Quang Tri GcmbatBaao destined for Fire Support Base
Bandergrift (renamed Ca Iu for the oparauon). At the same time elaments of
Tagk Force 1-77- consisting of A Troop, 3rd Squadrcn, Sth Cavalry and elemente
of A Campany, Tth Engineera moved by toot down Ql-9 securing bridge sitaa and
emlaoing culvorts. In preparation for thair attack westward the fcllid.ng
morning, Task Farce 3«5 relocated it's CP from the vicinity of cup Carrdll
tothoxh-’rrimacnt-hanightofw.iamary Attacungsm&ustfrmxh-
Tri to Ham Nghi, Task Force 3-5, utiliging attached engineer elements, began
construction of a pioneer trail later to be known as Red Devil Road.

On the morning of the 30th, 1-11 Inf cambat assaulted by heligopter into
the area surrounding the old Khe Sanh alrstrip, 3-187 Inf and 4=3 Inf wem cambat

e fo
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Inclosure 2 (Harratﬁa Discription: Operation Dewey Canyan II/Lan San 719 24
Jan thru 7 April 1971)(C)

assaul ted along QJJ~9 to secure bridge sites and key terrain features in the area,
(n the 3lst, QL~9 was opened to wheeled and tracked vehioles enabling the Brigade
CP and 1-1 Cav to move to Ham Nghi. Task Force 1-1 ,theﬁ attacked westward
along QL~9 opening the road to the Laotlan border. The mission was acccaplished
¥ o L Pebruary 1971. .

. i Am c‘mfro_l was established over western Quang Tri Province, the Brigade cone
ducted a mebile dsfmae, providing sscurity to QL-9 and support bases. Amcmd
Cavalry errectlva.‘w established a screening force, the infantry occupd.ed noun=-
tainous tarrain. As the RVNAF moved to their forward staging areas thay were
assisted by the Brigade.

~ C Battery, 5th Battaliom, 4th Artillery moved to Lang Vei, and established
a2 fire support base fram which to provide fire support for Vietmamess forces
operating in Laos and alang the Lacs Vietnam borders Le3 Inf returnsd from Hem.
¥Nghi on the 6th of February and cambat assaulted into AQ Persian, nortlnmst of
Ham Nghl. 1~11 Inf and 3-187 Inf contimed escurity operations at Ham Nehi and
in the surrounding area. Taakhmu%cmt_inﬁdématmcﬁmofmbaﬂl
Roads A/3-5 @AY afier securing their finsl objective, the opening of QL9
from Ca Lu to Ham Ngid, began working north and aant around Hill 950 located
north of Ham Nght,to Mrk up with TF 3eS, & radio relaar station was esbtablished
a Hill 950 (see Incl 9 Slgml), cods némed Hickory, and was secured by elemnta
of the 1-11 Inf, Ihring tha operation Task Force 1-77 provided aecnriw for
Ca Lu and QL=9 and assisted RVNAF farcea moving wastuard to farward assembly
areas in preparation for their drive into Laos,

8 Pebruary marked the beginning af the cperaticn imto Luos with TP 1l

assisting RVNAF forces as they attacked fram their forward staging areas into
Lacs, The lead elements crossed into Laoe at 0700 hourss TF 3e5-opened
Bed Devil Road from Ehe Tri to Ham Nehi, a distance of 23.c kilometers. tims
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Inclosure 2 (Narrative Discription: Operation Dewey Canyan II/Lam Son 719 24
Jan thru April 7, 1971)(C)

Pamitting the establistment of a northern reccmmaissance screen which would de-

tect any attempt by the ensmy to mount large scals attacks againat QL-9 or farward §
support installations in the areas Construction of positions and tank traiks on ?:
key terrain features and improvement of road to peruit its use by wheelsd vehicles f;
vaz contimmed, On 10 Pebruary, b=3 Inf moved fram AO Perslan to A0 Lecpard,
Boesy activity in AO Lecpard had incréased as indicated by the daily cantacts
with the enemy whils 4«3 Inf was operating in the area. Combined Armer and Infw
antry @;aﬂm, heavy armiery, and tacticsl air support were d;l.reetied at
known and suspectad enamy undits operating in A0 Leocparde On 19 hbmary, 3-187
. Infantry assumed respansidility for AO Leopard and 43 Infantry was'moved to AO
Cougar, U-3 Inf, 3-187 Inf and TF 1-77 contributed significantly to the Brigade's
effort to disrupt plammed attacks an QL-9 and critical metaliatims in the
Ca Lu area. With convoys runrding 2 hours a day 1t was imperative that Qi~9 be
kept open and support installations be secursd, , '

The Brigade Engineers were requested by XXIV Gorpe to determine the fess-
abllity of constructing & road from Ham Hghi to the AHVN Renger Group GP located
nsar the Laothan border, It was determined that the road could be consh‘ncted
omwmmrdnmmggod. cmtruoumbeganmzohbmwmda X
picneer road complsted in 3 days, The #oad was then ‘upgraded to acomnodata '
wheeled vehicles, (See Incl 8 Engineer Activity). g

1-11 Inf contimmed the ucurity airhead, occupisd hills 950 and 1015 and
provided securitw for englneer slemsnte at Ham Nghi, TF l-1 contimad oper-
ations in AO Tiger providing area security for Q~9, Fire Support ‘Bases‘ and
USAF TACAN, Search and clear operations were conducted noth and northwest of
Ta Bat and southwest of Lang Vei. TF 1«77 and 3-187 Inf continued %0 mske
maximm use of air cavalry, artiliery and tactical air snpport in AO's
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Inclosure 2 (Rarrative Discripticn: Operation Dewsy Canyan II/Lam Son 719 24
Jan thru 7 April 1971)(c)

Leopard and Allsy to counter any attempt by the enemy to disrupt the flow af
traffic on QL-9 and lamch attacks by fire on Ca Lus TF 177 was placed under
the operational cont‘rol of 3rd Brigade, 10lst Airborna Division (Airmobile) on
3 March 1971. The respmsibuity for AO leopard was transferred to 3rd Br:lgado,
1015t Atrborns Divielon (Alrmobile) on 6 Mareh 1971, 3-187 Inf was then combat
assaulted into A0 Bob when it came into effect cn 9 March. The Brigade operate
icus were characterised by oroes attachments of infantry, armor, mechuzised
infantry and armared cavalry elemsnts to gain maximum nmhmty ana effective
use of available assets, ‘
On 16 March AO Bob was merged into A Panther and 3-187 Inf was cambat
K sssmilted into AO Minx, 1-11 Inf was repositioned almg the Laotian border in
£0 tcm to conduct search and clear operatimns, Zvery effort was made by all
uniss to assist RVNAF farces as they withdrew from Laos, Encoy activity ine
creased sigmncanﬂymlBHm'chinAOﬁger as trafiic moving on Ql<9 came under
heavynmtar,!llﬂandmallamsﬁre uameutctthehemmawwuﬂty
in the araaformrnweek. IF 1~77 was oommitted @ 21 March to clear (L9
and link up with lel1 Inf, TF 1~77 attack westward toward Ta Bat reox)oning QU~-9
aftarithadboenolosedbyhurycmncuviw for porticns of two dayse The
unit then moved te Ta Bat andbogan cxtractia: of all damaged US and RWAF
equipment which had been left along the road. 1-11 Inf was repociumd to A0
‘.l'cnncrthofm. 1=l Cav returned tonlgh.tandectodasaﬁrlgado reserve,
Ons troop was plmd under the ope -atianal-contral of TF 3«5,
As the RVNAPF forees redeplayed fram Laos, artillery elements .‘Ln the Ta Bat
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Inclosure 2 (Narrative Discripticn: Operation Dewey Canyon II/Lam Son 718 2l
Jan thru 7 April 1971)(0)

operational control of 1lth Brigade, 23rd Infantry Division, 2F¥ 1«77 was then
repositionsd in AQ Cheetah as a 3rigade reserve with units strategically posite
ioned in the Hax Nghl arsa. '
As the qperaﬂon Came 4o a close the lst Infantry Brigade, Sth Infantyy
Division (Mechanised) contihued to conduct a mobiic defense, as ths RVNAF eroascd
back into South Vietnam fram Laos. Units of the Brigade provided a ‘cevaring

On 30-Mgrch 1-11 Infantry moved to A0 Tiger and conducted search and clear

- Operations urtdl April 3 when they withdrew fraus Lang Vel and redeploysd to

the Ham Nghi area as Brigade Reserve, l-11 Infantry was extractad and returned to
Quang Tri Combat Base an 6 April. TF 3«5 conducted a screening operation to the
nopkh and west of Hickory, thus covering the redeployment of US and RVNAF forces
from the Hem Nghi area, They then redsployed 1o AO Angora to assume cantrol of
3-187 Infantry which was extracted an 6 Aprile TF 3~5 upon capletion of their
mission, conducted a passage through 3rd Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division
(Alrmobile) and returned to Dong Ha Combat Base an 7 April. TF 1«77 was the

Brigade's covering force and effedted a passage of lines through 11th Brigad;,

23rd Infantry Divielon which occupled key poeitions elong QL~9 in the vicimty
of FSB Shepaherd and recovered the two remaining AVLB's along QL-5. Upon
campletion of the passage through 1lth Bsrig_ade. TF 1-77 passed to the operational
contral of 10lst AMrborne Division's 3rd Brigade. During this time they provided

of operations, They then displacad fram the Ca Lu area and redeployed to Quang Tri
Combat Base,
During the operation the Brigade canducted a mobile defense of a 100 ikilo-

~
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Inclosure 2 {Narrative Disariptions Operation Dewey Canydon II/Lam Son 719 2
Jan thru 7 April 197L)(U)

meter front which insured maximmm coverages of its areas of onra’dcna, thus pre-

venting the eneny fram conducting a successful offensive. Recon slerents were

st v R ARENE M AP TR AN L

used to detect and identify enemy bulldups vhi"h could threaten I~9 and the
forward support inatallaticns' Once these threats were identiflied the Brigado
used mmall firing forces o maintain contact while employing ®*Pile cn® tech~

niques of massive artillery (ses Incl 11) and Atactical alr support to destroy
the ermmy, Fallowing the bmt ground ccsbat forces were employed o
search oup and destroy the remaining remnants of eneay forces. During the
operaticn negrly 80 additdonal kilometers of road were omstiructed in an ares
which previously had only single lane road from Khe Tri area to the Laotlan
borders

Through the maximum use of all units of the lst Infantry Brigade, Sth Infantry
Division (Mecharnized), Ql~9 was kept open and support installations were secured
enabling the South Vietnamese Forces to canduct successful operations in Laos.
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Inclosure 2 (Narrative Discription: Operation Dewey Canyon IT/Lam Son 719 2,
Jan thru 7 April 1971)(0) .

cperational control of 1lth Brigade, 23rd Infantry Division, TF 177 was then
repositionsd in A0 Chsetah as a 3Brigade reserve with units strategically posite

&0 Wy

ioned in the Haz Nghi area. l ;
As the operation Came %o a close the lst Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry !

Division (Mechanised) continmued to oonduct a mobiic defense, as the RVNAF oroesod

back into South Vietnam from Laos. Units of the Brigade provided a cewering

e

On 30-Merch 1-11 Infantry moved to AO Tiger and conducted search and claar
operations urtil April 3 when they withdrew fram Lang Vel and redeploysd to
the Ham Nghi area as Brigade Ressrve., l-11 Infantry was extracted and returred to
Quang Tri Combat Base an 6 April. TFB-Jcmductadaacreenmg operatimtotha
nobkh and west of Hickory, thus covering the redeployment of US and RVNAF forces
fraom the Ham Nghi area, They then redeployed to AO Angora to assume contral of
3-187 Infantry which was extracted an 6 April, TF 3~5 upon caupletion of their
mission, conducted a passage through 3rd Brigade, 10lst Airborne Divisicm
(Alrmobile) and returned to Dang Ha Cambat Base oo 7 April. TF 177 was the
Brigade's covering force and effedted a passage of lines through 11th Brigade,
a3rd Infantry Divieion which occupied key positions along QL~9 in the vicinmity
of FSB Shepaherd and recovered the two remaining AVLB's along QL-5. Upan
campletion of the passage through 11lth B;.-igade, TF 1-77 passed to the operational
contral of 10lst Mrbarne Division'e 3rd Brigade. During this time they provided

of operations. They then displaced fram the Ca Lu area and redeployed to Quang Tri
Combat Base,
During the operation the Brigade conducted a mobile defenss of a 100 dlo-

AN




Inclosure L (Participating Units) to Reccemendation for the Award of the
Presidential Unit Citation (4]

Part Is Unlts asaigned and recamended for award of the Presidential Unit

Cltation,
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1. Headquarters and Head~

quarters Company, ist Brie
gade, 5th Infantry Divigion
Mechanisged, -

2. 1st Battalion, 11th
Infantyry

3. A Company lst Bn, Gist
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ke BGG:;WIM'._B 61st
Int(lhchm:l.nds

S« 1lst Battaliom, 77th Armor
6. S5th Battalicm, 4th Artil-
lery.

7+ 75th Support Battalion,
8. A Company, 4th Squadron
124h Cavalry,

91 A company, 7th Bagineer
Battalion

10, 86th Chemical Battalion
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Inclosure 3 {Summary of Strength and Casualtiss) to Recammendation for the Award
of the Presidential Unit Citation (U)
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Inclogure 4 (Participating Units) to Recamsendation for the Award of the
Presidential Unit Citation (U)

Part IV: Units attached but not recamended for award of the Preaidential Tnit

Citation,

' ‘, Previous US Unit
Unit : Deriod Decorations and Detes
N/A
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Inclosure ; (Participating Umits) to Recammendation for the Award of the
Presidential Unit Citation (U) '
15. 517k Military Intelli- 29 Jan T2~ Hone
gence Detachment, Tapr 7l
" 1B%. 298th Signal Campany. 29 Jan Tl- None
7 4pr 71
Part II:t Unite attached and recamwended for awar of the Presidential Unit
Citation. ; .
Previous US Unit
Unlb Period tlon
1. 3rd Bquadren, Sth %9 Ja T .
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2, C Troop, 3rd Squa 29 Jan Tle
17th Alr Cavelry, (redesige 1peb 72 None
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Sth Cavalry on 1 Fehruary
1971)0 "

3. Uth Battalion, 3rd Infantry
23rd Infantry Division,

be 1lst Squadron, lst Cavale
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Part IIT: Units assigned but not reccmmendsd for award of the Presidential

Unit Citation,
- . Previcus US Unib
Undt - Period " Decoraticns end Detes
Headquarters and Headquaters 29 Jan 7l=
T 4pr 72

- Campany lst Battalion, 61st
Infantry




Inclosure L (Partdcipating Units) to Recammendation for the Award of the

Presidential Unit Citation (U)

Part Is Units assigned snd recamended for award of the Fresidential Unit

Previous US Unit
Decoratigns and Dates

Citation,
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1. Headquarters and Head~

quarters Company, 1st Brie
gade, 5th Infantry Division
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Inclosure 3 {Swmmary of Strength and Casualtiss) to Reccmmendation for the Award
of the Presidential Unit Citation (U)
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